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Parent and Guardian Rights 



Parent/Guardian Rights 

Notice of Procedural Safeguards 

Prior Written Notice 

Navigating Due Process 
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School Discipline Considerations 




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Understanding School Discipline 

Student Code of Conduct 

Texas Education Code, Chapter 37 
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Discipline Considerations 

 Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) 
Free and Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) 
School Removals 
Change of Placement 







In-School 
Suspension 

(ISS) 

Out-of-School 
Suspension 

(OSS) 

Types of 
Disciplinary 
Removals 

Expulsion 

Removal by 
Hearing Officer 

Removal to interim 
alternative 

educational setting 
(IAES) 

TEA 



Discipline Considerations 

Manifestation 
Determination 
Review 

 Special 
Circumstances 

 Students Not 
Eligible for Special 
Education 

Was the conduct in 
question the direct 
result of the LEA's 
failure to implement 
the IEP? 

Was the conduct in 
question caused by or 
have a direct and 
substantial 
relationship to the 
student's disability? 



Behavior Supports 



Why Behavior Supports Matter 

 Behavior is a way in which children communicate. 

 Example: If a child throws objects, the behavior 
could be communicating frustration, not 
defiance. 

 Behavior supports are intended to help children learn 
positive skills. 

 Example: A child learns to request a break when 
feeling frustrated instead of throwing an object. 

 When used effectively, behavior support plans can 
prevent school suspensions and crises. 
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Understanding the Behavior Intervention Plan 

A Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) is a detailed plan that addresses the individualized behavioral needs of a 
student. A BIP is developed by the student's Admission, Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee and used to 
teach or reinforce positive behaviors. 

Behavior Supports and Guidance for Students with Disabilities 
pages 26-31 

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/technical-assistance-behavior-supports-and-guidance-students-disabilities


Behavior Intervention Plan Process 

Assessment 

Plan 

Support 

Monitoring 

 Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) 
 Helps to identify WHY a behavior happens by observing 

different factors. 

 Plan and create proactive strategies 
 Outline specific ways to help the child learn and 

practice better behaviors. 

 Teach replacement skills 
 Help the child learn better ways to express themselves, 

cope with frustration, or follow rules. 

 Track progress 
 Schools will collect data to see if the plan is working 

and how the child is doing. 



Autism-Specific Strategies 



Priming Strategy 

 Sets students up for success 
Preview expectations 
Increase predictability 
Simple preview 
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First-Then Strategy 

 Increases motivation 
Uses a reinforcer or highly-
preferred activity 
Provides immediate 
reinforcement 
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



Social Narratives 

 Structured narratives 
Define social situations 
Uses simple language 
Increase understanding 
Uses visuals 
Descriptive sentences 













More Information About Parent Rights 

More information about your rights as a parent can be found below: 

spedtex.org 
1-855-773-3839 

Overview of Special Education for Parents 

Notice of Procedural Safeguards 

https://www.spedtex.org/
https://www.spedtex.org/
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards#:%7E:text=Overview%20of%20Special%20Education%20for%20Parents
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards


Resources 



Resources 

 Connecting to Community Supports 
Autism Strategies in Action 
Notice of Procedural Safeguards 
Overview of Special Education for Parents 
TEA Autism Program and Autism Supplement Guidance 
SPED Tex Parent Resource Locator 
Behavior Supports and Guidance for Students with Disabilities 
The Basics of Understanding Student Behvior- IRIS Center 
Overview of School Discipline for Parents (English and Spanish) 
Special Education Prior Written Notice Quick Guide 


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













https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/connecting-community-supports
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/strategies-action
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards#:%7E:text=Overview%20of%20Special%20Education%20for%20Parents
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/autism
https://www.spedtex.org/
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/technical-assistance-behavior-supports-and-guidance-students-disabilities
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/bp/
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/student-discipline#:%7E:text=2025%E2%80%932026%20Student%20Discipline%20Technical%20Assistance%20Resources%20%2D%20NEW
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/prior-written-notice-quick-guide


Thank you! 
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