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Most Parents Want to Know…..

What are the requirements to earn a high school diploma in Texas?
What are the options to adapt those requirements for my child’s disability-

related needs?
Will the needed adaptations have an impact on my child’s:
 High school graduation options?
 College admissions?

 After meeting graduation requirements, will my child be eligible to 
continue enrollment in public school to receive special education services?



Helpful Resources



Key Terms: Defined in Resources

 Course
 Credit
 Diploma
 Distinguished Level of Achievement
 End-of-course (EOC) assessments
 Endorsements
 Performance Acknowledgements
 Personal Graduation Plan (PGP)
 Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)

 18+ Services and 
Programs
 Accommodations
 Certificate
 Courses of Study
Modifications



What are the requirements to earn a 
high school diploma in Texas?



Requirements to Earn a High School Diploma in Texas

• 22 credits (or more if 
required by your school)

• 5 EOC assessments 
through STAAR (with or 
without accommodations) 
or STAAR Alternate 2



Endorsements and Enhancements



Early High School Completion

 TEXAS FIRST PROGRAM Eligibility
 Texas residency
 FAFSA completion
 At least 22 high school credits
 Final GPA equivalent to 3.0 or higher
 Additional academic requirements 

 college readiness test scores, 
 STAAR exam participation and demonstration 

of mastery in various subjects

 For more information visit The Texas First Program - 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

https://www.highered.texas.gov/the-texas-first-program/#school
https://www.highered.texas.gov/the-texas-first-program/#school
https://www.highered.texas.gov/the-texas-first-program/#school


What are the options to adapt high 
school graduation requirements for my 
child’s disability-related needs?



Adaptations

Your ARD committee will help you consider the special education services for 
your student’s classes. Let's look at a few examples of adaptations for students 
with disabilities.
 Accommodations reduce or even eliminate the effect of your disability on 

academic tasks, but do not change the learning expectations. 
Accommodations can change how you learn new information or how you 
show what you have learned. They do not change the mastery level set for all 
students in the course.
Modifications reduce the amount or the level of complexity in the 

curriculum for a course. You will be learning the same things, but you will not 
be expected to meet the mastery level that is set for all students in the 
course.



Accommodation or Modification?



Will the needed adaptations have an 
impact on my child’s high school 
graduation options?



“Sufficiently rigorous” curriculum

 The ARD committee may award the endorsement(s) and distinguished level 
of achievement for students who completed the required courses with 
modified curriculum “provided that the curriculum, as modified, is 
sufficiently rigorous.”
 ARD committees may find it helpful to consider:
 In which content areas or courses did the student require modified curriculum?
 What types of modifications were needed for the student to access the curriculum 

standards?
 What other information is available about the student’s academic access, including 

their participation and progress in courses that satisfy the endorsement requirement?



Summary of Performance (SOP)

 Any student with an IEP who will be receiving a diploma or exceeding 
maximum age eligibility must be provided an SOP.
 The SOP must include the following information, as required by IDEA:
 A summary of the child’s academic achievement and functional performance; and
 Recommendations on how to assist the student in meeting their postsecondary goals.

 In Texas, the following considerations should be included in the SOP, as 
appropriate:
 The views of the parent and student; and
 Written recommendations from adult service agencies on how to assist the student in 

meeting postsecondary goals.



Commencement Ceremonies

 Diploma
 Certificate of coursework completion
 Certificate of attendance



After meeting graduation requirements, 
will my child be eligible to continue 
enrollment in public school to receive 
special education services?



18+ Programs and Services

 18+ services are provided as part of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE).
 There is not a comprehensive list of services that a school district must offer. 
 Services will be determined by the ARD committee based on the results of transition 

assessments and other information about the student.
 18+ programs may be established by school districts to provide these services.
 Based on local policy and priority
 Can be an effective way to structure the staffing, location, materials, and other needs

Students who meet eligibility are entitled to services, and 
school systems can choose to develop programs.



Eligibility to Continue Enrollment Beyond Graduation

 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §89.1070
 After graduation requirements are met, eligibility
 Ends when the diploma is awarded for students who meet the academic standards for 

all students with no modified content.
 Continues for students who did not meet the academic standards for all students. 

This includes students whose ARD committees determine that passing is not required 
for more state assessments than would otherwise be required for all students; or 
students who required modified content in one or more courses for graduation credit.



Eligibility to Return for Services

 19 TAC §89.1070: “For students who graduate and receive a diploma 
according to subsections (b)(2) or (b)(3)(A), (B), or (C) of this section, the 
ARD committee must determine needed special education services upon 
the request of the student or parent to resume services, as long as the 
student meets the age eligibility requirements.”



Will the needed adaptations have an 
impact on college admissions?



College Admissions

My Texas Future website
 College chapter in the Texas 

Transition and Employment Guide



Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB)



Next Steps and Resources



Next Steps for Students and Families

Families can encourage their child to:
 Talk with their school counselor about their plans for high school and 

beyond.
Use their personal graduation plan to discuss classes they want to take and 

the timeline for earning their diploma.
Use the Texas Transition and Employment Guide to make a list of questions 

to ask their ARD committee and others.



Resources

 Texas Transition and Employment Guide
 TEA Graduation Toolkit
My Texas Future
 Postsecondary Programs and Services for Students with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities (THECB)
 Texas First Program

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/texas-transition-and-employment-guide
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/brochures/tea-brochures
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/brochures/tea-brochures
https://www.mytexasfuture.org/adult-college/college-application-process/
https://www.mytexasfuture.org/adult-college/college-application-process/
https://apps.highered.texas.gov/index.cfm?page=BEC74757B6E79D4CC058DC82FE58EAF0
https://apps.highered.texas.gov/index.cfm?page=BEC74757B6E79D4CC058DC82FE58EAF0
https://apps.highered.texas.gov/index.cfm?page=BEC74757B6E79D4CC058DC82FE58EAF0
https://www.highered.texas.gov/the-texas-first-program/#school


Thank you!
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